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To the Worſhipfull 


The MAY O R, 


THE 


PORTMEN 


And Capital 


BURGESSES 


OF THE 


Antient Corporation of ORE FOR D; 
This SER MON is humbly Dedicated; 
by their 
Moft Obedient, 
And moſt Faithfull 


Humble Servant; 


GIBBON JONES, 


A FAREWELL _ 
SERMON, c. 


n oyolatoroFofoforotorofofobororo 


2 COR. Chap. XIII. Ver. 11. 


Finally, Brethren, farewell : Be perfect, be 


of good Comfort, be of one Mind, live in 


Peace, and the God of Love and Peace 


Pall be with you. 
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this Verſe takes his final 
Leave of them in a Manner 
| of the moſt pathetick Na- 
ture; and I make no manner of queſtion, 
> ang 


. PAUL having compleated 
his Miniſtry in two Epiſtles 
to the Corinthians, here in 
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but that this Apoſtle. had in View the great 


Example of the good Moſes; who when he 
was near his End, in a moſt cordial Manner 


bequeath'd his beſt Advice to the Mraelites. 
Thoꝰ the Caſe of the Apoſtle and the Law- 
giver was quite different in reſpe& to Cir- 


cumſtances, the one being in perfect Health, 
the other in a State of Sickneſs; however 
their Deſigns were laudable, commendable, 


and praiſe-worthy, both of them having the 
Glory of God in View; yet this their re- 


ſpective Leave muſt be look'd upon as final, 
it being the laſt Advice either of them de- 


liver'd, either to the Orrintvians, or the 1/- 


rack tes. 


IT Þs an Obſervation very worthy our 


Notice and Attention, to mind the ſummary 
Advice here given, it is only in Epitomy, 
or in few Words, the whole Scope or Tenor 
of his former Doctrines, accurately, compiled 


and regularly reduced in a ſhort Sentence. 


Tux Primitive Diſciples of our Lord ge- | 
nerally made uſe of this Method, thinking 
that it was the moſt uſeful manner of act- 
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ing, for in a very comprehenſive and com- 


pendious Way is recited the Deſign and In- 


tent of their Goſpels, ſo that in the Sum- 
mary is included every Thing, as much as 
in the caſting up of an Account, the Sum 


Total comprehends and includes the Whole. 


ST. PA ul frequently in his Epiſtles per- 
ſwades us to imitate the Perfection of Good- 
neſs, often diſpels thoſe gloomy Apprehen- 
ſions of another State, many Times exhorts 


us to Unity and Brotherly Love, and deſires 


nothing more than that we ſhould live in 


Peace with one another, 


Now that theſe are amiable and Chriſtian 
Virtues, worthy the Advice of our Apoſtle, 
2who was in Labours more abundant than them 
all, is ſelf-evident and convincing ; for who 
was Angry, and he burnt not ? that is, he 
continually endeavour'd, that all Animoſities, 


Feuds, Quarrels and Diſſenſions ſhould ſub- 


ſide; for he never could countenance what 


in Conſcience he condemn'd, nor would he 


ever approve that which was contrary to 


| Tight Reaſon and the Laws of Chriſtianity: 


"0 He 
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duct, ſhould be our Pattern and Imitation. 


Deſign and Nature of this general F arewell 
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. 
He was all Things unto all Men, that he 
might perſwade ſome, and by the Mildneſs 
and Lenity of his Doctrines, convince others: 
How amiable and lovely this his Behaviour, 
how agreeable, and conſiſtent this his Con- 


To ſhew therefore the more immediate 


of the _— ; T ſhall, 


Firſt, CoNs1 D E * the Natutt of Per er- : 1 i 
fection. | | 1 T7 


Secondly, SHEw that our being perfect, © 7 
will make us be of good Comfort. 
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T, hirdly, 8 r forth, the Benefits of Unity 
and the Happineſs of Peace. And, 


Laſh, conclude, THAT if we follow 
the Dictates and Directions of the fa- 3 
cred Penman, we may with great Con- I 
fidence depend upon the Aſſiſtance of = N 
God, who is the God of Love and d 
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Firft then, I AM to ſhew the Nature of 
Perfection. 


MAN originally was created in upright- 


neſs, and made little lower than the Angels; 


his Mind, and intellectual Part was unſpot- 
ted, unbiaſs d, and undiſturb'd; his Reaſon 


calm and ſerene; his Faculties ſtrong and 


vigorous ; his Temper compos d and mode- 
rate; as yet Sin had no Dominion over him 
nor did Impiety ſtain the Innocence of his 


Nature, nor pollute the Serenity of his Mind, 


which was ſo temperate and calm, that even 
the gentle Zephrys of Eden were not more 
harmonious than this happy Creature was 
within himſelf, the nobleſt of all God's lower 
Works; and happy had it been for him, had 
he never forfeited his Innocence and Inte- 
grity, but continued in the ſame Purity his 
Creator defign'd him to enjoy: Happy would 


it have been, if a too eager purſuit after 


Knowledge had not plung'd him in the La- 
byrinth of Vice, for by opening the Gate of 


deſtructive Knowledge, Sin enter d, and 


Death by Sin, ſo that by endeavouring to 
exalt 
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exalt his Nature, to ſpiritualize his Being, and 
to equal the Divinity, he loſt his Innocence, 
and became culpable by diſobeying the Com- 
mands of God, and happy had it been for 
us his Poſterity, had we not fell in the Fall 
of Adam : For by his Fall the conſequent 
Evils of his Difobedience are entail'd upon 
us, fo that a perfect State of Obedience can- 
not poſſibly be expected, but what is ex- 
pected by the Apoſtle's Advice is obvious: 
It means that we ſtrive after Perfection, ſuch 
only as finite. Beings of a limited confin'd 
Capacity could poſſibly arrive at; that we 
content not ourſelves with the . but 
with the Subſtance of our Duties: It means 
that we perfect Holineſs in the Fear of 
God; that we obey the Terms requir'd. by 
the Goſpel ; and ſtill purſue the lovely Paths 
of Virtue ; and reſt not contented with this, 
or that laudable endeavour, but till frive 
for Maſtery in all Things, meaning hereby 
the Conqueſt of our Paſſions and corrupt 
Inclinations; that we ſhould not content 
ourſelves that we hurt nobody by Word or 
Deed, but that we ſhould benefit and ad- 
yantage one another, exhorting one another 
to 
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„ 
to Piety and good Works; we ſhould not 
be ſatisfied, that we have done this, or that 
Duty according to our Conſcience, but {till 
endeavour after the Perfection of Holineſs ; 
we ſhould always be convinc'd, (notwith- 
ſtanding the Corruption of our Nature) that 
to do good is our Duty, and we ſhall at laſt | 
find by happy Experience that to benefit 
others will be the greateſt Advantage to our- 
ſelves; we muſt extend our Charity to 
Mankind in general, to Enemies as well as 
Friends, as far as our Abilities will reach; nor 
muſt we faint in well doing, but run chear- 
fully the Race that is ſet before us, that we 
may obtain an eternal and everlaſting Crown 
of Glory: But tho' it's impoffible in this 
mortal State to arrive at univerſal Perfec- 
tion, yet we muſt endeavour to obtain it by 
a vigorous purſuit after it; know you not, 
ſays St. Paul, that all run in a Race, but 
one receiveth the Prize, ſo run that ye may 
obtain: We muſt ſtrive for Victory, and 
then no doubt but that a compleat Conqueſt 
over Vice will be obtain'd, and a general 
Defeat will be given to the grand Adver- 
faries of Mankind, the World, the Fleſh, 
and 
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Faithſul Servants; for tho' our Endeavours 


— 
and the Devil, ſo that in the End we ſhall 
come off more than Conquerors. 


To be Perfect, as our Heavenly Fatheris 


Perfect, we muſt imitate the glorious Attri- 
butes of his high and exalted Nature, we 


muſt copy his Goodneſs, revere his Juſtice, 
imitate his Wiſdom, and practice univerſal 
Charity and Love: We muſt forbear one 
another, forgiving one another; we muſt 
not be implacable, peeviſh, or revengeful; 
we muſt be mild and gentle in cenſuring, 
not raſh in our Judgments, nor haſty in our 
Determinations, but make all favourable 
Allowances according as the Nature of 
Things require and admit; we muſt be 
kind and generous, and do all that is great 
and Godlike ; and by doing thus we cannot 
but tranſcribe and imitate the Perfections of 
that eternal and glorious Deity, who ſo 


 plentifully Showers his Bleſſings on us; and 
tho' it's impoſſible to make any Advances 


nigh to Perfection, (as the Copy will fall 
infinitely ſhort of the Original,) yet we ſhall 
have the Applauſe of «oell done good and 


after 


5 1 
"tifter Perfection will not be equal to the Di- 
vine Nature, yet it is, and will be ſufficient, 
that we have labour'd in the Vineyard, and 
have brought farth good Works equal to Sal- 
vation, and in this Senſe abſolutely we may 
be ſaid 70 be perfect, as far as Men can poſſi- 
_ bly be ſaid 76 be perfect. I proceed, 


| Secondly, 'T o ſhew, that our being per= 1 
feet in the Senſe hitherto deſcribed, will 
make us be of good Comfort, | A 


Tur Man that purſues every Thing that 

is juſt and equitable, that does not defraud. 
his Neighbour, that does not oppreſs the Fa- 
therleſs and Widow, the Orphan, or the 
Stranger; that acts up to the Golden Rule, 
of doing to others as he would willingly be 
dealt with, muſt certainly be in a State of 
Tranquillity, Peace, and Harmony, within 
himſelf : For what has he to fear who never 
has offended ? Or what has he to dread, or 
be apprehenſive of from God; whom he 
never has diſpleaſed ? Nothing ſurely; no 
galling Diſquietude can poſſibly affect him, 
no Anxicties diſcompoſe, no Fears diſtract, 

- ne 


1 
no Horrors affright, nothing can perplex, 
nothing diſorder, nothing incommode the 
pleaſing Happineſs of his Mind. What a 
Heaven on Earth is here! even Celeſtial 
Tranſports begun in this Life, and an Aſſu- 
rance of Eternal Bleſſedneſs hereafter : How 
amiable and delightful, how agreeable and 
_ entertaining, ſuch a one's Condition. is, 
needs no manner of Rhetorick to perſuade, 


no Eloquence to confirm; on the firſt Proſ- 
pect the Thing itſelf is viſible, and he muſt 


be of good Comfort, when the Lord himſelf * 


on his Side, he need not then fear what Man 
can do unto him, Even though the greateſt 


Falſehoods, the moſt aggravating Miſchiefs 


are put in force againſt him, that IIl- nature 
could invent, or Malice put in practice; 
what has he to tremble at, when God and 
his own Conſcience condemn him not ? 
Thus at Eaſe with himſelf, and the whole 
World beſides, he paſſes his Life, like the 
purling Stream, that gently murmurs, and 


glides inceſſantly to the Verge of Life, and 


falls in Slumbers, being worn out with Age. 
But if his Condition in Life meets with the 


Frowns of adverſe Fort une, there is no ſuch 
ſolid 
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folid Support in Calamities, as what the true 
Practice of Religion will afford ; he that 1s 
conſcious to himſelf of his own innocent 
Behaviour and Conduct, or in Default of 
that, of his own ſtedfaſt and ſincere Repen- 
tance, may bear, with Reſignation to the 
Will of Heaven, whatever it pleaſes the Al- 
mighty to lay upon him: If he is ſeverely 
exerciſed by any Afflictions, or Sickneſs of 
Body, how greatly is that mitigated by the 
Soundneſs of his Mind, and the Integrity of 
his Conſcience, never murmuring to taſte 
the bitter Cup which his Bleſſed Saviour 
drank fo deep before him, who was repu- 
ted a Wine-bibber, a Friend to Publicans and 
Sinners, He knows all theſe Methods of 
Divine Providence will work together for 
his good, and that the Puniſhments he meets. 
with here, are not Tokens of God's Wrath, 
nor Rebukes of his Anger, but are ſent with 
Purpoſes of Love and Deſigns of Mercy. 
He will be of good Comfort, knowing that 
theſe Storms and Tempeſts will at laſt drive 
him to a ſucceſsful Port, and an immortal 
Haven. 1 {ball now conſider, 
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Thirdly, Tur Benefits en * 


Hoppinch of Peace, 


Pf © OT and Peace on Earth is a Type 
of Heaven, and reſembles the Union of the 


Heavenly Hoſt, who are all Love, Amity, 


and Friendſhip : It is a Bleſſing ſo exceed- 
ing great, that nothing can equal, nothing 
excell it: For if we conſider the Happineſs 
of Individuals in any State and Condition 
whatſoever, we ſhall find it experimentally 
true, that the only and beſt way to weaken 
any ſet of Men whatever, is firſt to divide 
them: A Breach being made, there imme- 


diately ariſes a Probability of fomenting Diſ- 


cord, ſo that inſtead of cloſing the Wound, 
it is too often thought convenient to ſerve 
ſame private End, to keep it open; inſtead 
of healing it, or applying Lenitives, Corro- 
ſives are thought moſt proper; the Patient is 
rich, and perhaps the Phyſician wants Prac. 
tice ; But if Men, as Chriftians, would think 
of their Eternal Happineſs -more, and leſs of 
their Temporal, Diſcord would not be found 
to be ſo prolifick, which I heartily wiſh was 


barren, inſtead of being a joyful Mother of 


ſo 


L 13 x 
fo many Children : Then we ſhould fe 
Happineſs and Harmony, Peace and Con- 
cord, deſcending into all Societies of Men, 
whether Religious or Civil, like a mighty 
Stream; we ſhould ſoon perceive the Face of 
Things chang'd, and alter'd for the better. 
Reaſon then would be in a Capacity of 
maintaining her Superiority, and as a ſure 
Pilot would dire& Man ſteadily in his Courſe, 
and ſteer him with the greater Security; then 
thoſe Rocks of Schiſm and Diſſention would 
carefully be avoided, which now too often, 
I am afraid, make Shipwreck of- Salvation, 
But the Benefits of Unity and Peace will 
appear conſpicuous, if we obſerve the native 
Charms of this Heaven-born Love; it is 
more precious than Ointment, her Ways are 
Ways of Phaſantneſs, and all her Paths are 
Peace : When we imagine or conſider this 
duly and attentively, we muſt ſay, that her 
| Merchandize is better than Gold, ſhe is more 
Precious than Rubies, all that awe can wiſh or 
defire, are not to be compared unto her. 80 
that, notwithſtanding the Riches and Honours 
of this World, and the Affluence of Fortune, 
there can be no real Happineſs where Peace 
| | 1s 


= | [ 14 ] 
0 is wanting, for the Want of her makes all 
Things elſe defective, and looſe their reliſh; 
no Enjoyments can be had, no Satisfaction 
can be compleat; Life itſelf would become 
a nauſeous Draught, and tho' the Pill is 
gilded, we ſhall find it bitter; but the Man 
at Peace within himſelf has a continual Feaſt, 
and that cordial Drop of Heaven makes Life 
paſs eaſy, agreeable and · delightful : Peace 
be within thy Walls, and Plenteouſneſs within 
thy Palaces, was holy David's Prayer for 
Jeruſalem; inferring from thence, that Peace 
was the natural Source of Plenty, and conſe- 
quently the Fountain Head of Affluence and 
Happineſs : The Salutation of the Jews to 
0 one another was Peace be unto you, being the 
greateſt Compliment they could pay, and 
the greateſt Bleſſing they could wiſh. If 
Men would but remember the Canon of the 
Pythagoreans, to call to Mind in the Night 
the Tranſactions of the preceeding Day, we 
could not but with bitterneſs of Mind regret 'H 
che many Failures of our Conduct, and the = 
various Inconſiſtences of our Behaviour; how 
Irregular this Action was, how devoid of Y 
＋ er that, which would be a Means to 3 
recover = 


cours \ — . 
— r 
— —q- 
* * 
> cy or —— ͤ— — 


0 — 
— 
——ů — — 


_ 


— — 
2 
2  — — — „% 
* 


. 


— 2 — — 


— — — — a — 
ow — — e 


— ß — — 


—— — 


— 


Un OI egy ů³*ð̃1² —— eo my <A 
— — — Son — 
— — 

Sf 

- J 2 

— 


— —— Ac — 


. — 
6 ˙ . 33 


—— 


— 
AD  * OO — —2—Ʒ 
— — 

** 

— 

— 


8 = * 

— . * 

Po - — _ — 

— —— Bon. — U —-— 


«. — 
EE — — 
—— — 

— 

——— 


— — — — 
— 8 
DS” we „ 
— — — . — 
— 


De 
IANS 
— 


* — e 12 — — * 
— — x RE I — at. TONS — r po 
— 232 55 — — 3 * 
— * 7 — 3 ING EW —— MW 3 > ad * 
PORN — 


[ 15 ] 


recover ourſelves from former Diſorders, by 
correcting the paſt ; we ſhould then agree in 
Life, as Uniſons do in Muſick, and be all 
| harmonious, lovely, and conſiſtent, and ſuf- 
fer no grating Diſcord to diſcompoſe the 

 Sweetneſs of our Numbers; thus ſhould we 

do our Duty to God and Man, according 

to the Laws and * of Religion and 
Reaſon. 


* 


VAR1ous are the Advantages of being 
of one Mind, as Unanimity is a Barrier, or 
Rock of Defence, againſt the formidable 
conjunct Alliance of our Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Enemies: By this we pre-engage in 
our Favour an Intereſt in God, and by thoſs 
Means procure to ourſelves Immortality and 
endleſs Life, ſo likewiſe do we ſecure our 
Liberties, and defend our Properties, which 
would otherwiſe perhaps be facrificed and 
invaded by the Caprice or Humour of the 
Ambitious ; Hence it evidently appears in 
all Caſes and Conditions of Life, that to be 


of one Mind is of very great Benefit and 
Advantage to us, | 


BBSID ES, 


Reaſons imaginable to preſerve in our 
Minds continual Love and Charity; ths 


[16] 


BESIDES, we have the moſt cogent 


Houſe that is divided againſt itſelf cannot 
ſtand; and as facred as well as other Hiſtory 
can give various Inſtances of this kind, com- 


mon Prudence ſhould induce us to Unity 


and Love; if it was not ſo much even for 
the publick Good, yet upon our own pri- 
vate Accounts, it is a Point in Policy to 
guard againſt all impending Storms; tho! it 
may be fine Weather over our Heads now, yet 
none of us can tell how long it may continue 


ſo, unleſs we had the Gift of Preſcience, 


which is what finite Beings can have no 


manner of Claim to; ſo that, upon the whole, 


it is evident, that as no bad Conſequences 
attend Unity, and Variety of Ills wait on 


Diſcord as her conſtant Attendants, it is our | 


greateſt Intereſt to Unite to repell all Dangers | 


which may or can poſſibly Aſſault us, and 


by acting in this ſalutary Method, we may 


be affur'd' that no Dangers can terrify us ſo 
long as we truſt in our own Strength, and 


confide in one another: Thus arm'd we 


baffle all Attempts of our Enemies, and the 


Incurſions 


147 3 


Incurſions of all Invaders: and plainly ſhew 
that there are more for us, than there are 


againſt us. 


I coMe now, in the laſt Place, to prove, 
that if we follow the Dictates and Directions 
of the facred Penman, we may with great 
Confidence depend on the Aſſiſtance of 
God, who is. the God of Love and Peace. 


Wr are peremptorily told by the infallible 
Word of Truth, that he who loveth God 
ſhould love his Brother alſo, and that he who 
 loveth not his Brother whom he hath ſeen, 
cannot love God whom he hath not ſeen : 'This 
is a moſt excellent Precept, admirably well 
calculated for the Peace and Happineſs of 
Mankind, and primitively inculcated for the 
Benefit of the World in general : For what 
can be of Force, if this Divine and Moral 
Sentence is not prevalent and laſting ? or 
what will perſwade us to ſuch a Love as 
this, if the Diſciples and Doctrines of our 
Lord cannot ? No Power on Earth ſurely can 
have any force, nor any thing convince the 
Obſtinacy of our Tempers, thus wilfully 

blinded to our own Detriment and Loss. 
D Bur 
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Bur ſince we muſt rely on the poſitive 

Aſſurance of the Apoſtle, who ſays, that the 
Almighty is a God of Love and Peace; fince 
we are aſſur'd that our Saviour ſays, Bleſſed 
are the Peacemakers, for they ſhall be called 
the Children of God; we cannot but rely on 
ſuch ſtrong Evidences, and entirely depend 
on the Aſſiſtance of the Omnipotent Being, 

who is our only Refuge in time of Need, our 
Saviour, our Rock of Defence, Our only 
Support in time of ; Calamity and Adverfity : 
and let us then caſt all our Care upon him, 
ſafely truſting in God's ee thro = as 

Chr:/t our . 


B Y doing of which we need never deſpair 
of Redemption; if we invoke his Aid, God, 


even our own God, will lend us his Affiſt- 


ance, and give us his Bleſſing; it muſt ab- 
ſolutely be our own Faults, if the Lord is 
not our — our e and Saviour. 
EM 

To gain poly ie to us, we 1 
forgive our Enemies, by living in Peace and 
Love with them, and pray for their Conver- 
ſion who deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute 
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us; we muſt bleſs them that curſe us, da 
good to them that hate us and vilify us, 
then ſhall we be the Children of the Father 
which 1s in Heaven. And I charitably hope, 
that none here preſent will refuſe the Mea- 
ſures of Grace on theſe eaſy Terms and Con- 
ditions, or pervert theſe Means to obtain 
Salvation by. Conſider theſe Things, ye that 
forget God, reflect on theſe Things, ye that 
dread the Coming of the Lord; it's in our 
Power to be happy if we will, and it will 
be our own choice if we are miſerable. 


To conclude, LET us be fure to follow 
the Apoſtle's Advice, to live, if poſſible, in Peace 
with all Men; let all Differences ſubſide, 
all Animoſities ceaſe, /o ſhall we become the 
Children of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt : 
And inſtead of heing Apoſtates to Vice, let 
us rather become Proſelytes to Virtue, that 
at the Great Tribunal, at the ſecond coming 
of our Lord, we may not be afraid of giving 
up an Account of our Stewardſhip, nor of the 
Improvement of our Talent; then hall we 
have Hope and firm Confidence in God; and 
altho we be judged, we ſhall be acquitted, 
by him that judgeth righteouſſy. 


Brethren 
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. Farewell: M3 AY the Eternal 
Creator of the Univerſe, whoſe Mercy is i 
Infinite, {ſtill continue to bleſs and prof] per 
you in Peace, Happineſs, and Love : May 
the Father of Lights, whoſe Goodneſs knows 
no Limits, protect you all in this Life, and 
give you Immortal Happineſs in the next. | 


Which G O D the FATHER grant, thro” 
JEesUs CHRIST our LoRD; 75 
whom, with the FATHER and the 
Hor Ghost, be all Honour, Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, both now and 
P ever more. Amen. 
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